
 
Jerusalem American International School 

In an ongoing effort to improve school/home communication,  I will be sending emails once or twice a month updating you on items we are 

working on here at school.  I promise to keep my letters brief, readable and basic.  If you have further questions regarding what is 

addressed in my communication, please feel free to write me. 

 

Dear Parents, 

When you were in your early teenage years, did you attend a junior high school, secondary school or middle 

school?  The reason I ask, is that there is significant meaning behind the terminology of "middle school."  One that 
points in a direction we are headed here at JAIS. 

I use the term “middle school” deliberately, as it points to a specific direction we are taking as a school. A “middle 

school” distinguishes itself from a “junior high school” or a “secondary school” in some very fundamental ways.  A 

middle school philosophy is thoughtful in its approach to the social and emotional development of young 

adolescents.  It pays attention to the fact that the adolescent brain is changing in very significant ways. Middle 

school philosophy helps adolescents not just survive a very difficult time in life, but thrive. 

 
Below are some (but not all) of the changes in store for the JAIS Middle School in 2016-17: 

An Advisory Program: Students of middle school age often have a difficult time navigating the changes they are 

going through. The purpose of advisory is to give them the tools to successfully transition, academically, socially 

and emotionally from child to adult.   

Some of the topics addressed in advisory are: 

 Study/organizational skills Internet safety/responsibility 

 Relationship building and understanding self 

 Decision making/conflict resolution 

 Leadership 

 Self-management 

Interdisciplinary Learning:  In real life we do not analyze the world solely through our math lens, history lens 

or a science lens, but through a multitude of lenses.  But in education,  especially secondary, we often teach 

through one discipline, rarely demonstrating for instance, how a scientific issue can be better understood and 

solved by looking at it through the skills learned in a math or history class. As we move forward we will be 
working with students to help them see the connections across the curriculum and to the real world. 

Learning is Inquiry Based and Active:  Middle school aged students have a lot of questions, the more we can 

harness those questions to drive learning, the more relevant the learning becomes to the student.  The more 

relevant, the increase in motivation to learn. Moreover, at this age, students learn more readily when they are 

active learners who are engaging the social part of their brains with their academic brain. A good middle school 
classroom is one that has a buzz of student’s discussing, creating and solving their questions. 

Clubs and Activities: At this age, kids like to try on many “different hats” as they work to discover who they 

are, and who they want to be. We will be making room in the schedule to let them explore some of their 
passions, be it photography, coding or hiking.   

As you may recall from your own years as a teen, navigating adolescence is tricky and challenging. A strong middle 

school that focuses on helping young teens cope with the challenges and plays to their strengths can only advance 

learning.  We look forward to the implementation of these changes as we focus on building an even stronger 

school. 

                   David 

 


