
 
Jerusalem American International School 

In an ongoing effort to improve school/home communication,  I will be sending emails once or twice a month updating you on 

items we are working on here at school.  I promise to keep my letters brief, readable and basic.  If you have further questions 

regarding what is addressed in my communication, please feel free to write me. 

 

Dear Parents, 

In less than a month, JAIS students in grades K-11 will be conducting their first student led conferences 

(SLC).  In my January update I wrote about how we are working towards developing a growth mindset 

in students, encouraging them to reflect and take ownership over their learning. Last month, I wrote 

about the value of student led conferences. At this point, I think it is important to share with you the 
parent role in the SLC and how you can best support your son or daughter. 

Before talking about the parents’ role in the SLC, I think it is important to recognize what we are losing 

by shifting to this model.  Parent-teacher conferences have traditionally been a time where a parent and 

teacher can share their perspectives of the child as a learner.  With a SLC, the time given to this 

discussion is greatly reduced. While we have set aside some time after your son or daughter is finished 

for parents to have a one-on-one with the teacher, it is limited. If there are deeper issues to discuss 

there will need to be a follow-up appointment between teacher and parent. While we recognize this 

disadvantage, we believe that the advantages of a student owning and leading their learning outweigh the 
downside. 

During the conference, the focus is on the student as they talk about their work, their accomplishments 

and their challenges.  The teacher and parent are listening, as well as asking questions that help students 

think about themselves as learners or problem solve an issue.   

General Tips 

 Remember that the student is running the conference, conversation and questions should be 

addressed to the student as much as possible 

 Help your child reflect on himself or herself as a learner by asking open-ended questions 

 Ask probing or supportive questions about items your child did well on, as well as items they 

may have struggled with 

 Ask if there is something you could do at home to support them in their growth 

 When your child is speaking of something he or she is proud of, ask why? Often students are 

most proud of something that was challenging and hard.  This is a good time to reinforce that 

hard work and grit pay off 

 When your child is speaking of something that he or she struggled with, ask questions to try to 

pinpoint where they struggled, recognize effort if it applies and brainstorm with them for 
solutions to overcome their struggle 

We look forward to our upcoming SLCs and will welcome feedback from parents once we have 
completed them.   

  

Warm regards, 

David 
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