
 
Jerusalem American International School 

In an ongoing effort to improve school/home communication,  I will be sending emails once or twice a month updating you on 

items we are working on here at school.  I promise to keep my letters brief, readable and basic.  If you have further questions 

regarding what is addressed in my communication, please feel free to write me. 

 

Dear Parents, 

  

In an ongoing effort to improve school/home communication, I will be sending emails a couple 

times a month updating you on items we are working on here at school.  I promise to keep my 

letters brief, readable and basic.  If you have further questions regarding what is addressed in my 

communication, please feel free to write me. 

 

As a first communication, I would like to share with you what we have been working on as a 

faculty during our professional development time this past year. (We have a half-day of 

Professional Development on the 28th of this month.) 

 

As you may know, we consider ourselves a student-centered learning environment. Part of 

what this means for us is that we work to make learning relevant to the students and have them 

take responsibility for their learning.  What do I mean by taking responsibility for their learning?  

We are starting with changing how we talk with kids about what we are learning.  Very often 

learning goals are written in the teacher language of "students will."  We are transitioning to a 

student language of "I can."  While it seems like a inconsequential change, the difference in 

emphasis is critical. Moreover, there are times when a student may come to the conclusion that 

"I can't" in which the response from us is "yet."  This leads us to work with students on 

reflecting on their learning, analyzing errors and seeing failure as an opportunity to learn. 

 

This change in thinking helps create a "growth mindset" in students, a mindset that values hard 

work, persistence and grit. It is a mindset that creates students who are determined to reflect 

and improve. The opposite is a "fixed mindset" in which students say things like "I'm no good at 

math." (Click here for a brief TED Talk on growth mindsets: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pN34FNbOKXc&feature=youtu.be) 

 

In mid-March we will be holding our first student led conferences, (student, 

parent and teacher will meet all together.) An important component of these conferences will 

be students sharing with parents what they have learned, what they have been challenged by and 

how they plan on overcoming those challenges.  It is then that we hope you will see the results 

of our hard work during the professional development days. As always, thank you for your 

support in making JAIS a great place to learn. 

 

Warm regards,  

 

David  

 

 

  


